Westside Outreach Consortium
E and S Consulting, LLC  

BACKGROUND:
The cities of Dallas, Monmouth, and Falls City are all subject to state regulations which address water quality.  The requirements in these regulations, called a TMDL Implementation Plan, require that communities provide education and outreach to the general public.  The regulations also require that these groups address elevated bacteria, mercury, and temperature.  These communities have been working with me for 2-3 years on addressing requirements, developing plans and ordinances.
DISCUSSION

As a representative for the referenced groups, we are actively pursuing partners and like minded groups to share in an effort that is intended to address degradation in local waterways, protect wildlife habitat, and mitigate flooding caused by development.  
Gabby Dominge is the Environmental Education Specialist for the 3 agencies.  She is currently working on a number of projects that will increase awareness of environmental issues in our area.  For starters she is developing a travelling display that can be used by others for public events.  She is working with the Monmouth Public Library to set the display there in April or May.  You’ll also see the display at local events and it is intended to be updated routinely so that the information is current.

The 3 communities recently partnered with the Luckiamute Watershed Council for a volunteer tree planting day on Ash Creek.  The City of Monmouth purchased the trees. Snacks and tools were donated by local businesses, and the man-power came from volunteers.  Approximately 300 native trees and shrubs were planted along the creek that will provide bank stabilization and shade for the stream.
MISSION:
We’re hoping to organize a group of partners that are interested in working on environmental projects that will benefit residents in Polk County.  By sharing resources, we can accomplish far more than a single entity.  We’re here to help these projects to come to fruition, and also to help build your group and others, in exchange for promoting the Water Control District as a partner.  

We’re in the early stages of planning so the agreement is nothing more than a handshake at this point.  The Westside Outreach Consortium is just a placeholder until we can develop a name jointly.  Time investment is minimal and a lot of our communication will be done through email.  No cost, but if you have resources that might assist the group with completing a project we hope you’ll share.  As with the Ash Creek planting discussed above, the City contributed the trees, Luckiamute WC the expertise, and volunteers were the labor.  Advertising was done through email, websites, and word of mouth.
We’d like to meet with your Board and answer any questions you might have.  We  were hoping to complete your group’s brochure to help encourage new membership.  The brochure could be used everywhere the travelling display goes.

This is a lot of information so in a nutshell:

We are hoping to organize a group of environmentally aware partners to help create and participate in community projects that will ultimately improve existing conditions.  

POTENTIAL PROJECTS:
· Working with the Gentle Woods volunteers on a restoration project
· Replanting and enhancement at Madrona Park to improve water quality
· Installing a regional raingarden
· Partnering on a public event
EXISTING PARTNERS:

City of Monmouth

City of Dallas

City of Falls City

Luckiamute Watershed Control District

Polk SWCD
NEXT STEPS:
Let’s get together if you’re interested!

Gabby Dominge  gabriella.dominge@dallasor.gov 
Elizabeth Sagmiller sagmillere@gmail.com
