







October 1, 2026


Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Re:  Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-saving Transportation (PROTECT) - City of Monmouth/Polk County – Riddell Road Flood Resilience Project

To Whom It May Concern:

[bookmark: _Hlk241241893]This letter is offered in support of City of Monmouth and Polk County’s application for the 2026 PROTECT Competitive Grant Program for the Riddell Road Flood Resilience Project. The Riddell Road Flood Resilience Project goal is to raise Riddell Road above the 100-year floodplain and provide a larger bridge opening that will accommodate the 100-year flood.

Ash Creek Water Control District is a Special District formed under Oregon Revised Statutes in 1951 for the purpose of drainage and flood management of Ash Creek and portions of its tributaries, including the Middle Fork Ash Creek at Riddell Road.  Ash Creek represents property owners inside its District boundaries, which encompasses a large portion of Independence, portions of Monmouth and Dallas, as well as rural properties in between.

To address vulnerabilities caused by severe storms and flooding, the Riddell Road Flood Resilience Project will make the surface transportation infrastructure more resilient to current and future weather events. These essential improvements will ensure safe, year-round passage and reliable access to critical community facilities, including the local hospital, primary schools, Western Oregon University, and homes. Ultimately, this investment will allow for the continued operation of the transportation system during flooding while promoting the economic prosperity and environmental sustainability of the area.

Specifically, our organization and those we represent will benefit from this project in the following ways:

· Relocating infrastructure above the 100-year flood elevation is one of the stated goals of the District that will be conducive to the public health, welfare and safety, as stated in the District bylaws.






Tom Wilson
Chair, Ash Creek Water Control District
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